YEHUDA MESHI-ZAHAV
 ZAKA CHAIRMAN AND FOUNDER
Personal Information
· Marital Status: Married 
· Nationality: Israeli

· Address: 32 Yam Suf Street, Jerusalem, Israel
Education

1971

Graduated from the Etz Haim Talmud Torah Yeshiva
1975

Graduated from the Tiferet Yisrael Teshiva

1977

Graduated from the Torah Or Yeshiva

1983

5 years of study at Ir David Kollel
Employment

1983

Newspaper editor and publisher of Haredi literature

1984-1990
Marketing and advertising manager of Gush Katif organic products 
1990-1995
Marketing and PR Manager for food companies targeting the Haredi market  

1995 and       Founder and chairman, ZAKA Rescue and Recovery Organization
 onwards

Awards

2001
Award from the Labor and Welfare Ministry; Outstanding Volunteer Award from the United Nations; Award from the City of New York

2002
Menachem Begin Prize; Award from the Mayor of Jerusalem

2003
President’s Award for Volunteering; Health Minister’s Award; 
2005
Yigal Alon Prize for Outstanding Pioneering Service to Israeli Society

Public Service

Yehuda Meshi-Zahav is a leading figure in Israel, who promotes pluralism and tolerance within Israeli society, working to change the perceptions and narrow the gaps between the religious and secular societies. 

Meshi-Zahav's volunteer work first began in 1989, when as a student, he and his fellow acquaintances rushed to the scene of a terrorist attack and began to take care of the wounded and the dead.  This continued throughout the terror attacks during the Second Intifada, when in 1995, Meshi-Zahav officially founded ZAKA (ZAKA is the Hebrew Acronym for Disaster Victim Identification). ZAKA today is the dominant lifesaving rescue and recovery organization in Israel, responding immediately to any terror attack or mass tragedy in Israel and overseas.
In 2003 he was given the honor of lighting the first torch on Independence Day, in recognition of his work at ZAKA and his exceptional contribution to Israeli society.
